
Medical ethics has recently achieved enough of a con
sensus about its values that the role of ethicist is being 
professionalized in hospitals and other large institutions 
throughout the country. Professionals undertake to ad
vise such organizations about their policies and proce
dures when ethical problems arise. They also consult di
rectly with patients and their families, in the manner of a 
medical consultation, and render an opinion about the 
ethical problem in question. 

You are correct in foreseeing that soon we will have to 
exercise quality control, perhaps even cost-benefit analy
sis on the work of professional ethicists and their support
ing committees. The irony we face is how to ride herd on 
the ethics of our ethicists, and how to keep questioning 
the ethical priorities of our ethical values. 

G. Gayle Stephens, M.D. 
Birmingham, AL 

~, Achilles Tendinitis 
To the Editor: Your otherwise interesting article on Achil
les tendinitis (July - September 1989) contained a couple 
of errors. Contrary to what the article states, the mortal 
wounding of Achilles does not take place in the Iliad. The 
story of the immersion of Achilles in the Styx is not 
mentioned in either Iliad or Odyssey and is, in fact, post
Homeric. 

Editors' Comment 

Edward Yarborough 
Grass Valley, CA 

Oops! We goofed! At least one of our editors should have 
known better! True, Homer doesn't mention this but our 
source, relying on none other than "Bulfinch's Myth
ology" tells us: 

For Thetis, his [Achilles'] mother, had dipped him when an 
infant in the river Styx, which made every part of him invulnera
ble except the heel by which she held him. I 

Bulfinch adds a footnote to the above: 

The story of the invulnerability of Achilles is not found in 
Homer, and is inconsistent with his account. For how could 

.' 

Achilles require the aid of celestial armor if he were invul
nerable?1 

So much for Bulfinch; however, there is an account of 
Achilles' life in the "Aethiopis," one of the group of late 
Greek epic poems styled in the manner of Homer, but 
definitely post-Homeric. We hope this clarifies this for 
those few who may be interested and discovered our 
Achilles heel. 
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