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Geyman, MD, Editor, the Journal of 
the American Board of Family Practice, 
Department of Family Medicine, 
School of Medicine, Box 354795, Uni­
versity of Washington, Seatde, WA 
98195. 
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been or will be published or submitted 
for publication elsewhere before ap­
pearing in the Journal. This restriction 
does not apply to abstracts or press re­
ports published in connection with 
scientific meetings. Copies of any pos­
sibly duplicative manuscripts should 
be submitted to the editor along with 
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the manuscript that is to be considered 
by the Journal. The Journal strongly 
discourages the submission of more 
than one article dealing with related 
aspects of the same studY. In almost all 
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Submit an original and 3 copies of 
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text pages, legends, tables, references, 
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with I-inch margins. Include a copy of 
the manuscript on a computer disk, 
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final manuscript has been seen and ap­
proved by all authors. If authors ac­
knowledge by name persons who pro­
vided important technical, advisory, 
or reviewer contributions, the corre­
sponding author should sign the fol­
lowing statement: "I have obtained 
written permission from all persons 
named in the acknowledgment." 
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public responsibility for their manu­
scripts, including conception and de­
sign of the work, data analysis, writ­
ing, and review of the paper. Authors 
are expected to stand behind the va­
lidity of their data and, if asked by the 
editor, to submit the actual data for 
editorial review with the manuscript. 
In most instances authorship should 
be limited to 8 authors or fewer, all 
meeting the above criteria for author­
ship. Exceptions to these guidelines, 
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collaborative research projects, should 
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with the editor. 

The Journal also expects authors to 
disclose any commercial associations 
that might pose a conflict of interest in 
connection with the submitted article. 
Consultancies, stock ownership or 
other equity interests, patent-licensing 
arrangements, and other kinds of asso­
ciations that might involve conflict of 
interest should be disclosed to the edi­
tor in a covering letter at the time of 
submission. Such information will be 
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under review and will not influence 
the editorial decision. If the manu­
script is accepted, the editor will 
discuss with the authors how best 
to disclose the relevant information. 
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dressed. All funding sources support­
ing the work should be routinely ac­
knowledged on the tide page, as 
should all institutional or corporate af­
filiations of the authors. Two to four 
keywords should be submitted with the 
manuscripts to be used for purposes of 
classification by subject. Use terms 
from the Medical Subject Headings 
from Index Medicus when possible. 

Abstracts 
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stract of not more than 200 words. 
This abstract should be factual, not de­
scriptive, with its content appropriate 
to the type of paper. For original arti­
cles reporting results of studies, a four­
paragraph format should be used la­
beled Background, Methods, Results, 
and Conclusions. These should briefly 
describe, respectively, the object of the 
study, the methods used, the major re­
sults, and the author(s) conclusions. 
Abstracts are not necessary for Brief 
Reports, World Perspective, or Family 
Practice and the Health Care System 
papers. 
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Personal Communications 
Numbered references to personal 

communications, unpublished data, 
and manuscripts either "in prepara­
tion" or "submitted for publication" 
are unacceptable (see "Permissions"). 
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10 the text. 

Tables 
Type tables in double spacing on 
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Illustrations 
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signed. Glossy, black-and-white pho­
tographs are requested. Symbols, let­
tering, and numbering should be clear, 
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enough to remain legible after the fig­
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a single column. The back of each fig-
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ure should include the sequence num­
ber, the name of the author, and the 
proper orientation (eg, "topj. Do not 
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lished work. If identification is un­
avoidable, informed consent should be 
obtained and attached with the sub­
mitted letter; in the case of minors or 
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Materials taken from other sources 
must be accompanied by a written 
statement from both author and pub­
lisher giving permission to the Jour­
nal for reproduction. Obtain permis­
sion in writing from at least one 
author of papers still in press, of un­
published data, and of personal com­
munications. 

REVIEW AND ACTION 
Manuscripts are examined by the 

editorial staff and are usually sent to 
outside reviewers. Authors will remain 
anonymous to outside reviewers and 
vice versa. External statistical review 
will be accomplished where appropri­
ate. Every effort will be made to com­
plete the review process as expedi­
tiously as possible. 
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