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Re: Cervical Spondylotic Myelopathy: A Guide
to Diagnosis and Management

To the Editor: We read with great interest the manu-
script by McCormick and colleagues,' “Cervical
Spondylotic Myelopathy: A Guide to Diagnosis and
Management.”

First of all, we would like to congratulate the authors
for the excellent review of the topic, allowing resident
physicians and specialists to update us in an increasingly
frequent pathology.

We agree with Lo’ in stating that electrophysiological
studies are not routinely used to diagnose cervical mye-
lopathy but may be of use to rule out other conditions,
including carpal tunnel syndrome, multiple sclerosis,
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, subacute combined degen-
eration, or other neurologic diseases that demonstrate
characteristic electromyographic patterns. The literature
on this subject is inconsistent secondary to cost, availabil-
ity, and the use of multiple modalities, such as motor-
evoked potentials, somatosensory-evoked potentials,
nerve conduction studies, electromyography, and intrao-
perative monitoring.

Electrophysiology may play isolated roles in diagnosis,
follow-up, and treatment. These disorders may present
with predominantly myelopathic a careful neurologic ex-
amination and a thoughtful diagnostic evaluation are nec-
essary to establish a diagnosis.’

As a single suggestion, we would like the authors to
have complemented the assessment with a neurophysiological
study with the electroneuromyography and, somatosensory-
evoked potential.

We congratulate the authors for the report, and the
opportunity to delve into a topic so interesting that it will
serve as a motivation for further studies.
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To see this article online, please go to: bttp://jabfm.org/content/
33/6/1033.full.
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