
EDITORS’ NOTE

Record-Setting Usage and New Technological
Opportunities

Methodologies in this Issue
A variety of methodologies from several different
US departments of family medicine and one School
for Rural Public Health1 highlight our research
articles this issue. Two studies report new findings
from analyses of large national public use databases.
In the first study, Lutfiyya et al2 used the National
Survey of Children’s Health data to reveal that
poverty is associated with higher childhood body
mass index through influences of unsafe neighbor-
hoods and less access to healthy foods; the second
study examined data from the Atherosclerosis Risk
in Communities Study.3 Other methodologies in-
clude an observational study,4 focus groups of pri-
mary care physicians,5 and a cross national border
study of depression.1 These articles include new
insights on common problems,6 uncommon pre-
sentations of common illnesses,7 and uncommon
problems presenting as common symptoms.8 Two
of 4 case reports are from US military family med-
icine programs.6,8

Perhaps the most fascinating new idea in this
issue is from Matheson et al,3 who report that hay
fever or allergies may be associated with stroke and
postulate that inflammation is the likely reason.
Many physicians are probably unaware of the po-
tential association of cefdinir with “bloody stools.”9

And we have more research that can improve
clinical practice: Hueston et al10 identified that any
prenatal care for teens is more important than it is
to get their care early in pregnancy, ie, there is no
clear optimal time to start prenatal care. Baik et al5

present how experienced family physicians discuss
their process of becoming comfortable recognizing
depression in practice. Dallo et al11 studied physi-
cian variation in glucose test ordering practices by
diabetes risk factors. Johnson and Weiss4 work to
identify methods to quickly assess literacy in the
clinical practice.

For the less common presentation of a common
illness, Lyme disease can present as multiple ery-

thematous patches rather than the classic expand-
ing erythema migrans lesion.7 Abdominal pain can
actually be portal vein thrombosis associated with
hepatic disease or inherited thrombogenic condi-
tions.8 Acute psychosis from bupropion is a rarely
reported condition, particularly in a young woman
without a history of mental illness.6 Wilkinson and
Cerreto12 remind us of 3 health issues with partic-
ular salience for women with intellectual disabili-
ties—osteoporosis, menstrual problems, and con-
traception—which may require more diligence for
detection and care. They also provide helpful ideas
on how to make screening procedures less stressful
for these patients.

JABFM Update
Filled with both record-setting usage and new tech-
nological opportunities, the first quarter of 2008
has been an exciting period for the Journal of the
American Board of Family Medicine (JABFM). Some
of our recent highlights include:

● In February 2008, we had approximately 69,000
distinct e-mail addresses enrolled for e-mail
alerts. Go to the JABFM website (www.jabfm.
org) to sign up to receive any of a variety of
e-mail alerts, including notification when a new
issue is online, the table of contents for each new
issue with hyperlinks to articles, future tables of
contents which list articles in upcoming issues,
and/or announcements from the JABFM pub-
lisher.

● Request for content continues to increase with
136,883 requests in January 2008, creating the
most successful month for content usage. This
includes all requests for the home page, table of
contents, searches, abstracts, and full-text
HTML and PDF files.

● The JABFM and more than 200 other journals
from HighWire Press and the Nature Publishing
Group are participating in Stanford University’s
Structured Digital Abstract Consortium pilot
project, which will build a new type of search
engine to aid researchers to more efficiently
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search biomedical literature. Please go to http://
www.sdabstract.org/ to learn more about this in-
teresting project.

The Editors and staff of the JABFM would like to
thank our readers, authors, and supporters for a
great start to 2008.

Marjorie A. Bowman, MD, MPA
Anne Victoria Neale, PhD, MPH

Philip Lupo, MLIS
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